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period of illness caused by protracted and anxious watching at the aide of hig sick wife, I was impressed by the singular neatness and the air of refinement 111 his Iiome. It was in a small house, in. one of the pleasant and silent neighborhoods far from tho centre of the town, and though slightly and cheaply furnished everything in it was so tasteful and so fitly disposed thafa it seemed altogether suitable for a man of genius. For this and for most of the comforts he enjoyed, in Ids brightest as in his darkest years, he was chiefly indebted to his mother-in-law, who1 lovetl him with more than maternal devotion and constancy.1'1
To this same period of unusual poverty and suffering Mayne Reid's characterization of Mrs. Glemm. probably belongs: —
"She was the ever-vigilant guardian of the home, watclung it against the silent but continuous sap o£ necessity, that appeared every day to be approaching closer and nearer. She was the sole servant, keeping everything clean; the sole messenger, doing the errands* making pilgrimages between the poet and his publishers, frequently bringing back such chilling responses as (The article not accepted,1 or 'Tho check not to be given until such and such a day,' — often too late for his necessities. And she was also the messenger to the market; from it bringing back not ' the delicacies of Hie season/ but only such commodities as were called for by the dire exigencies of hunger." 3
Ho remembered tlie house as " a lean-to of three
1  Griswold, xxxir,
2   Ontuardf quoted in th'o Brooklyn Daily Eagle, March 30, 18G9,ely executed •wood-engravings—after the fashion of Gigonx'a " Gil Bias" or <( Grandville's Gulliver" — and I wish to getta assumptions — as-ersatility, originality, and pungency. It may be asl have more weight witha from To------(" Should my early life seem "), from
